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TRJANSCRTPT OF PROCEEDTNGS

HEARTNG OFFICER KIM: As it is juet a few

minutes afLer 7:00, I think we should probably get

started.

Good evening . Irly nane i s ilohn Ki_!r .

I an rri th the lllinoiE Environmental protection Agency, and

I would like to thank everyone for com-i.ng out thls evening

and attending the bearing. The r11inois EpA berieves that

the6e hearingE are a crucial part of the per:mit_review

process.

Ag the Hearing Officer, uqr sole

Purpose tonight is to make Eure that the proceeding runs

properly and in accorda'ce with our rules. Therefore, it

is not ry job to a[Ewer questions regarding the penrit

proceas or the pe:mit i tself .

This is a pub!. ic hearing before the

ILlinois EPA ia ttre matter of an air pollution control

conatruction perrrit subEitted to the Illinois EpA by

Chrigtiar. County Generation, IJ.IJ. C.

The proposed pe::n:lt relateE to a request

to build an fntegrated Gasj.fication Couibined Ctrcle, or

Ic{e, power plant at 1630 North 14OO East Road in

Taylorvil1e. The plant would consist of three gasifiers

and two slmgas cleanup trains, a sulfur recovery unit, two
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codbined cycle conbustion turbinea, Ernd other ancillary

operations.

The Illinois EgA has made a

prellurinary d€terftination to iasue a peildt for the project

and has prepared a draft persdt for revi.ew.

The Illinois EpA is holding a

pttblic-cument period and this hearing to accept cdrurent s

fron the pubJ.ic on the proposed isguance of a pe ni.t, for

this project prior to our actually making a finat decision

on the application.

The project is considered a uraj or

project under the federal rules for prevention of

significanL deterioration, or pSD, for enissions of

nitrogen oxides or N-O-X or NOX r sulfur dioxide, SO2;

particulate natter, pM; carbon monoxide, CO; and sulfuric

acid nrist.

Under the PSD rules, the plant muFt

use Best Available Control TecbnologDz or B-A-C-T, BAef for

shorg, for esr-issions of these pollutante.

And r apologize for Ehe acronlms.

Ctrrigtian County Generagion has

proposed high-ef fl"ciency cleaning of the raw slmgas prior

to ccnibustion as BAqf for eqd,ssions of SO2, pM, and

sul furic acid ml-st .
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For CO and NOX, which are formed by

fuel ccurbustion in the turbines, Christian County

Generation has proposed good codbustion practiees and the

cqibination of nltrogen inJection and selective catalytic

reduction.

The l l l inois EpA'E init ial  review

concludes that these tneasures and other proposed cont,rol

neasures wiJ"J. provide BACI for the project.

The air-qualtity analysis subrli tted

by Christian County Generation for this project also shows

that, it will not cause a vioLalion of the Nat,ional Adbient

Air Quality Standards, N-A-A-Q-S, or NAAQS, for tiloX, SO2,

PM10, or C'O or arr exceedanrce of applicable pSD increnents.

IL i6 now 7:09 p,ur. on Thursday.

lranuary 13". And again, this hearing is being held for the

purpose of erqrlaining our draft permit, to respond to

questions, and to receive pubtic conEnent s on the draft

perudt.

I'm going to walk very quickly

through a couple of introductory matters here.

The public hearing is beirrg held

under the provisions of the Illinois gpA'a procedures for

permit and closure-pIan hearings, which can be found in

Title 35 of tshe l1llnois Adudni.strative Code part .166.
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Copies of these procedures can be

obtained fron myself upon requent or they can be acceEsed

on the Web site of the lllinois pollution Control Board at

vrww. ipcb . state . iI . us .

A public hearing means this is

strictly rrt informational hearing. It is an opportunity

for the Illinois EpA to provide you with info:cnation

concerning the pendt. And it is aLso an opportuni ty for

you to provide infonr,ation to IlLinois EpA concerning the

permit. This is not a contested hearing.

frd like to first, etq>lain how

tonightr I hearing is going to proceed. We will have the

rllinois EPA staff qrembers preaent j.ntroduce themselves and

identify their responsj.bilities at the lltiDois EpA.

I will then l_ntroduce the

representativeg of Christiaa County Generation. Foltowing

the ILlinois EpAr s overview, f wj.Ll aI1ow the public to agk

questiona or provide coflmentss .

You are not required to verbalize

your cormtents, aa written corments are given the sa[re

consideration and nay be subrsLi tted to the agtency at arly

time within the publ-ic - connent period which ends at

m-ldnight on February LO, 2007.

Any person who wantE to rnke oral
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couments nay do ao as 10ng as the statenent.E are relevant

to the j.ggues that are addressed at the hearing and suclr

person has indicated on the registraLion card that he or

she would like to comnent.

Wtren you c ane into the building __

into the room, lhere were people at the front desk and

there are cards that you should hawe fi1led out if you were

interested in either making oral ccqrcrents or receiving a

suruary of the hearing,

So if you do wieh to make coluenta,

if you havenr t fi11ed out a card yet, then please go back

and do so. And we will collect ttrose carda throughout the

night if you havenr t had a chance to do that.

If you hawe lengthy cdutents or

questions, it nay be helpful to 6ubmi t, Ch€m to me in

writing before the close of the corurent period and I will

enaure that they are included in the hearing record as

exhiblte.

Please keep your ccuments and

questiona relevant to the issue at hand, If your co[lments

falJ. outside of the scope of thi.s hearing, I rnay ask ]rcu to

proceed to another issue.

Al1 speakers have the option of

directing questions to either the Il1inois EpA,e paneJ. or
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they can juat make general. cdments or they can do both.

The applicant, Christian Conty
ceneration, is also free to answer questions if it is
willing to do so, but, I arr not in a poaition to require
thetn to anBwer queations.

Our panel menbers wiJ-l make every
atteq)t to answer the questions presented, but I will not
allow the speakers to argare or cross_examine or engage in a
proJ-onged dialogrue wiLh our panel .

For the purpose of alJ-owiflg everyone
to have a chance to c@Elent, f am asking that groupa,

orgalizabiona, and associations keep their questions and
corElents to approxinately 15 ninutes arrd that individual s
keep their conunenta to approximtely five rni.nutes ia the
interest of time and to give everyone who degires to Epeak
that opportunity.

In addition, I would like to stress
that we wa-n! to avoid unnecesaary repetition. So if anyone
before you has already presented testinony that is

contained in your written or oral couqents, pleaee skip
over those isEues when you testify,

Pleaae remember all wrl_tten c@urents
whether or not you say lheon out loud wiII becqe part of
the otficiaL record and wiII be considered.
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After everyone has had an

opportuni ty to speak and provided the time pemite, we wirl
allow those who either ran out of ti-ure during their initia.
cofiments or who have additional cqments tso speak.

On the regLstratl_on cards -- and frm
sorry. If you did fill out a registration card, you

could -- you c6rn ask to receiwe a slrmlary of the public

hearing.

The infomation -- if you need __ Lf
you need info nation beyond the sumrary that,s provided or
if you would like inforrrration now, I can direct you to the
Illinois EPArs web site where you caxr receive all the

det,ails including our responsivenesg sr'uuerv.

The lllinois EpA,s Web site is

www. epa. 6tate . iI . us ,

srrmary !\rill atteq)t

sig]lificart questions

subdrd tted to me prior

fhe Illinois EpAr s responsiveneEs

tso answer all the reLevant and

that were raised at thig hearing or

to the close of the coment period.

Again, the written record in this

natter wiLl cLose on ,tanuary 25, 2007. Therefore, I will

accept aIl written comrent,a as 1ong as they are postrnrked

by uddnight on February 10th.

During the c@ment, period, al.J.
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relevant conEnents, docunents, or data will also be placed

into the hearing record as exhibits,

Again, please send all written

docunenta or data to rIIy attention, you can send those to
the following addrese: ,John Kj-nr __ it,s K_i_sr __ Hearlng

Officer, Illinois EpA, 1021 North erand Avenue Eaat,

P.O, Bo:< 19276, Springfield, I l l inois 62794.

And that address is also Iisted on

the pr:blic nolice for the hearing tonight.

For anyone wi shing to make a coment

or ask questiona, f would like to renind you that we hawe a
court reporter here who witl be taking a record of these
proceedings for the purpose of us putting together our

ad&inietrative record.

Therefore, for her benefit, please

keep the general backgrouad noise in the room to a ninimusl

so that she carr hear everything that ie said.

A1so, pleaee keep in nLnd that any

comnrents from sourebody other than the peraon who is at lhe
'ni crophone will not be reported by the court reporter.

In other words, ghe cannot take nore

than one personrs testimony or 'tab.nents at a ti-ne. And

the only perEon that she will be taking will be the persoa

whose turn it is to speak,
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If you Epeak over somebody 
"r"a, 

,na
will not be able to take eveafrone,s c@urents in. Ttrat rule
also applies not onry when member' of the audience are
speaking, but aIBo when soqleone frqr flLinois EpA or from
Christian County ceneration ie speaking,

When it is your turn to speak,
please speak clearly and slow1y into the n:lcrophone so that
she can urtders tand what you are saying,

Also, when you do begin to speak,
please state your nasre and, if applicable. any governmental

body, organization, or association that you represent. And
for the benefit, of the court reporter, we ask that you

spe1I your Last name.

Peop1e who have requested to speak
will be called upon in the order that f will ].ay out based
upon the cards lhat I have here before me.

And again, after I've gone throuqh

the cards and assr:ming that there is ti.[|e thatra allo$red,

if anyone else wisheg to make a corment, we cEul addresg

that. at, that time,

I would like to now filat ask the

Illinois EpA Etaff here to introduce themeelveE. And if
theyId like to make a short openi.ng stat,en€nt, they can do
so at that time.
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MR. ROI,IAINE: cood eweDing. Thank you

for coning tonight. trty nane is christopher RoryEine. rrm
m.mager of the utility r:nit in the Air_per:urlL Section.

. l4R,. SMET: Good evening. Irfy name is Bob
fuiet. I'm the perrdt Engineer in Ehe Buleau of Air as

we l l .

I have a written stat€Enent here. I
wieh I could ureuprize i!, but I have to read it.

Good evening. Uy name is Bob S€t

and Irm a pemit engineer in the Illinois EpArs Bureau of

Air. I will be giving you a brief description of the
pro jec t ,

Christian County Generation haa

r€quested a construction peruri t to conEtruct the

Taylorullle &rerg'y Center, which would be desigmated to
gererate 630 megawatts of usable electricity, which would

be put out onto the grid using lLlinois coal as a

feedstock.

The proposed plant wiJ.l be located

roughly 2 miles northeast of Tayrorvilre. The pla't wourd

be an Integrated GaEification Cotibined Cycle power plant.

Unlike a conventional power plan!

that conbus ta coal in a boiler and subsequentJ.y controls

pollutants in the flue gases frosr the boiler, an Integrated



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

1 0

1 1

t 2

1 3

1 4

1 5

l 7

1 8

1 9

2 0

2 2

2 3

2 4

Gasification Combined Cycle power pLant, or rcCC plant, as
it is nore cmnronly known, gasifies the coal and cleans the
resulting fuel gas prior to it being cornbusted in turbines
ttrat then generate electric j"ty.

The hot exhaust froal the turblnes is
then used !o heat stean that nurs a st€am turbine that
generatea additional electricity, thus increasing the
energy efficj.ency of the IGCC plant conq>ared to those of
convenEional. coal-fLred power plants using boilers,

Becauee the proposed plant rdould be
a major source ef crnissi6ls, the emissions frGr the plant
rnrs t be controlled with Best Available Control Technotogry.

The coal gasification process and
EubsequenE cleanup process will. be very effective in
controlling amiasions of sulfur dioxide alrd particlate

matter.

During normal operation, other than
Etartup, the only e,nrission point fron gasl_fication would be
frmr the sulfur recovezy unit, whereby the sulfur is
recovered as a saleable by_product offsit€ which wiII be
controlled with a lailgas treatment r.ui E and themal
oxidizer.

For the turbines, the use of a
selective catalytic reduction r:ni t and good combustion
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practices will be

nitrogen oxidea.

Best Available Control

1 5

Technology for

tikewise, esrissions from other units

at the plant, such as an auxilary boiler, naterial handling,

and other eqrission units will be controlled using Besb

Available Control Technology as well.

The ernission rates for the plal!,

eqrressed in poundE of pollutant per megawatt of

electrj-city generated, are proj ected to be significantly

Iolver than those frdl a boiler-based coal-fired Dower

p1ant.

The air-quality analysis for the

project submi tted by Christian County Generation and

reviewed by the lllinoie EPA sholrs that tshe proposed

project wiII not cauge or contribute to violationE of

asrbient air-quality standards.

Tbe proposed pe nit for the plant

contains llmilations on and requireurents for operation of

the plant. The perudt a16o eslablishes appropriate

testing, monitoring, record keeping, and reporting

requireuents.

fhis i-ncludes continuous €nissions

tnonitoring for the combus tion lurbiners eurissions of

nitrogen oxides and carbon nonoxide. ftli66iona of sulfur
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dioxide would also trave to be monitored if the sulfur

content of the flue gas is not monitored.

f apologize. That 's fuel gas is not

monitored.

In cLoaing. the ILlinois EpA ig

proposing to gran! a conatruction pe:mit for the proposed

Taylorville Energry Center project. We welcone your

conments or questiona on our proposed action.

fhank you.

gEiARrNe OFFICER KrM: I'd also like to

note that on behalf of Chrislian County c€neration,

I'tr. Mike Menace and Greg Kunkel at the table up here at the

front are preaent.

Again, they are not here to anawer

questions unless lhey so desire. If you do have a question

that you would like to present on trre record that vrour.d be

phrased as if iE would be directed to !hem, that's

certainly fine, you can do that.

They, like everybody else, have an

opportuni ty to file a corlxnent at the conclusion of the

heari.ng. And it ie up to the perm_it applicant to decide

how they'd ].ike to put together their conxments.

Does anybody have any queslion as to

the procedure on how werre groing to conduc t thls hearing
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this evening before we get to the speakers? Okay.

The first, speaker, then __ and I ask

that, again, so that everybody can hear you and especially

Eo that the court reporter can hear you, we,d ]-ike you t,o

cone up to the front and apeak at the podirrm here.

The first Epeaker that we have is

Frank Mathon, who is the mayor of Taylonrille,

MR. ITIATHON: Thank you. I never wj.n a

J.ottery-

Chri6 t ian Courtty Generation, t .L.C.,

hae applied for an air pollution conatruction per:nit, to

build arl Integrated Gasification Combined eycle plant. in

Tayl-orviIle .

The plant const,nrction representa

significant economic -developrent opportrrnity for not onJ.y

Taylorville, but for the corunrni ty __ Taylorville

cmunity, but Central Illinois in general .

This project represents job

opportunities for a variety of labor unions and once

conatructed will represent addltional job growlh through

retail, srall indugtry, and housing.

Aa a personal lifelong resident of

Ehe city of Taylorville and a:t ex-teacher and currently

nayor of the city of Taylorville, t wholeheartedly support
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and I believe the alderman arrd city cor.rnc iI also aupport

the isauaqce of a construction peJ:llit for this project arrd
respectfully request that the utr|ost consideration be giwen

to this project.

HEARING OFFICER KfMr Thank you.

The ne:<t speaker is David Kolata

with the Citizens Ut,ility Board.

tdR. KOLATA. Thank vou.

t{y name ia Dave Kolata. I,m the

Execut,ive Director of the Citizens Utility Board, arld I

rise in support of the proposed Taylonrille EnergDr Center.

For thoge of you who don.t lsrow,

tre're a consumer- advocacy organization in the alate of

Illinois. We have about a hundred thouaand meuibers. And

basically our job is to fight for cheaper phone bills, gas

biUs, and electr ic bj. I ls.

And that's exactly vrhy f,m here

today, because coal-gasification projects like the

Taylo:rrille Energy Center are reaIly a win_win-win for the

State of I l l inois .

It'e obviously good for econcunj.c

developurent ln Central and Southern I1linois a.rrd Christian

County and Taylorvil1e.

Itrs good for the environnent
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because the eurissl-ons are such less than tshe traditional

coal generat,ion. Itrs also good for consutrlers.

Therer a a way this can be done to

provide a stable hedge against volatile market' prices, and

l{e can actually get prices doyn that are cheaper a little

bit than current market prices.

rhis ie absolutely Eoruething that we

think is essential for the energy policy in the state of

II l inois .

Werre going to be working hard on

this iesue. We,re going to be bui lding a coal i t ion in

favor of getting basically coal-gasification projects built

as soon as possible.

We look forward to working with

everyone here in thi6 roql and ottters throughouts the

Etate. We cerlainLy want to break ground soon. It'a

essential that we have a long-te:tr snergry policy in the

state of lLLinois thatsls going to be good for coneumers.

This is part of that. Thank you.

HEARING OFFICER KIM: Thank you.

The next Epeaker is .John Thotrpson

with the C]"ean Air Task Force.

And again, f would just reonind you,

for the benefit of the court reporter, if you could epelI
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your laat nane.

MR. TIIOMPSON: Good evening.

First nay f ask, cErn you hear me in
the back? Thank you,

lty nane is ,tohn Tho4>son, spe1led

T-h-o-n-p- s-o-n. I 'm the Director of the Coa1 Transit ion

Project for the C1ean l,ir Task Force.

For those of you who are not

fam-iliar with the taak force, we are a national

envi ronmen tal organization who are headquartered in BoEton,

Maasachusetts. we euploy approxj-nately 20 professionals.

Our focus is on attrlospheric air

pollution. We focus on two issues in particular:

particulate matter that is linked to premature deaths and

Co2 arrd other greenhouse gases that are l inked to global

wa::uting and those tsypes of issues.

I live in Canton, Illinois. lfy

office is in Carbondale. Our address is 23j. Wes! Main

Street, Carbondale, 62901.

By way of backgror:nd I would J.ike to

say that I have -- Irm a cheuri ca1 engineer by training. I
have an MBA. I work acroaa the nation on coaL issues.

I have testified and written

coftnents on over a dozen coal projects ranging in !,!ontana,
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Wisconsin, Kentucky, New Mexi.co, Utah, Color"Uo, ,"*]".
And here in fllinois Irve been an sq)erb witneas in a
nunber of coal_pIant proceedings.

Here in fllinoLs the Clearr Ai_r Task
Force has filed cqnrents on air peirdt,a j.n IiIDEC and prairie

State and on the proposed coal plant by CWLp in
Springfield. I hawe co_chaired technology subconuLittee of
the Western Governorsr Association C1ean CoaL Task Force.

f rve also served aa a mehber of the
clean coar study Group in wi"sconsin formed by Governor ili_m
Doyle to exa.nr-ne coal-gasificat.ion issues and also seryed
as a mehber of the Advanced CoaL Technology Work Group,
whicb is an advisory group to USEPA.

For the nost part, the lask force
has raised numetous concerns about coal plants with respect
to sulfur dioxideg, nitrogen oxides, carbon dioxide, and
mercury. And thege have been generally reflected in the
comnents and teglir|ony that I have given in the paet.

I,m here tonight. to speak Ln favor
of this coal plant and to urge the lllinois EpA to issue
this air perrrit.

This pJ.ant, Ls fundament al Ly
different than the coal plants that provide electricity
here in the United StateE, ft, is fundamentally different
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frmr the coal plants lhat make up the buJ.k of tt" pjo""a
coal plants that are to be built in the United Statea,
Europe, China, arrd India.

This coal plalt, because it uses
Integrated casification Coniblned Cycle, is inherently
cleaner than the coar prant' that we had become accuatqmed
to in this cowrtry.

We will be providing ncre detaited
technical conulents in wrl t,ten fo::ur in advance of the
.January 25th deadline, but I vrould unke a couple of genera_
observatione about thie plants and wlry it is significant and
why it reeds to be built.

First, thls plant is arnong six or
sev€n proposed IGCC plants that are in the pemit queue
nationwide.

That includes plants such aE ones
proposed by aep, the largest coaL user in the weatern
hemi sphere in Ohio and West Virginia; Duke &rerg.y in
Edwardsport, rndiana; Tgnl Due corporation in Texas;
Northwest Energ,y j_n Washirrgton; and several other plants

such as Masaba in Minaeeota.

This is the first. plant of that
batch to actually receive a draft air pernit, Ttris plant
Eets the atandard for those plants that fol_low, and it sets
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a standard for what coal combustion and coal techno; 
""rr

be in this country and around th€ worId.

Criteria pol]utants that would be

enitted by this pla.nt are sigmificaatly, even radically

lower than any of the conventional coal_p1ant applicationa

or plants that are in operation in the United States

today.

Sulfur dioxide i6 estinated by the

agency and the appr-icant to be no greater tha' 300 tons of

eudssj.ons each year. Ttts hard to conwey sonetimes hovf

radically lovr that anount of pollution is.

Consider for the llbtrten! the average

coal pLant, in the state of fLlinois. Consider. lf you

will, a plant that would be of the sane size aa the one

proposed here in Christian Countv.

fn"t pf.nt euri ts vastLy more

pollutj.on. In fact, it would take the Christiar County

facility 65 years of continuous operation to equal even one
yearrs worth of sul_fur dioxide €rdtted fror the average

plant in Illinoie of the s.rme size.

That is a difference that iE

sigmificant, That is a difference that aets a standard.

rtra a sijn:j_ lar atory with nitrogen oxides wtrich are

estimated to be no grreater than G29 lons per year fron this
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plarrt.

Thi6 plant is jmportant because it
includes technology that iE not found in any coal pla-nt in
the world today- rt is proposed to use seresa to control

sulfur dioxide, ald this technologlf can rernove gr€ater than
99 percent of the sulfur found in the 6lzngas. Actua11y,

even higher thar that.

The sulfur eurissions are so low that

they allow this plant to include a device not found on any
gasification project in this country in operation today.

And that 's cal led an SCR.

It re$oves nitrogen-oxj.de levels to
extremely ].ow levels. In fac!, the enissions criteria

pollutanls fronr this plant, r*hile stilL higher than a

natural -gaa couibined_ cycJ_e plant, rival those foesil, those

natural-gaa plants j.n terns of their eqiisEions,

They are much 1ower than any hind of

conventl-onal coal pla.nt tshat we have . It , s inEreratiwe ttrat

this plant get a penrit becauee it sets the standard for

aI1 pLants that fol1ow.

Itrs irperative that this plant

break ground and go into operation because the day that it

begins operations, the remaining 500 or more units of coal
plants in this country becccre obsolete.
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You knorp, rve hawe approxinately

25'000 prenature deaths rinked to coar-plant euri" ssions
every year in this country from sulfur dioxide arrd nitrogen
oxides.

ff those coal pJ.ants met the

errissions profile of the Christian County facility, vre
could bring that nuriber of 2S,OO0 prenature deaths down
ewery single year.

And that rivals the amount of
pr€nature deaths fror autonobile accidents in this

cou[try. we can bring that down to a very 1orr, low level .

Second iseue that this plant ig
significant in terlw of is global waraning. over the next

30 years, coal uge worldwj.de is ocpected to double. One of
the key aissions from these coar prants wilr. be carbon

dioxide. Carbon dioxide ig linked to g1obal wanning.

we are eeeing r:nusual3.y high levels
of &2 in the atnosphere. crrrna has added at least one new
coal plant every week. Last year they added enough new

coal plants alone in that countly to prowide alL of the

electricity needs of France.

Those plants lack the capability of
capturing carbon dioxide becauge they rely on conwentLonal
pulverized coal technology.
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f f  we don't  transit ion coal to,a
low-carbon eulitter, we have no hope of preventing global
warudng. CO2 is a long-lived pollutant. once it,s in the
atrnosphere, itrs in the aturosphere for hundreds of years
and it blankets and locks in heat.

We have Eo transition coal to a
point where rde d,on't capture __ where we capture the CO2.
Integrated Gasification Conbined CVc]-e technology that
would be used in Taylorville has the capability to capture
COZ becauee the gas that is produced is a high pressure and
it is uore economic to capture the CO2.

To be clear, this plant is not
proposing to capture CO2, but it. is a vital step in the
direction of nanaging carbon-dioxide enissions into the
atnosphere.

AE we are here in January of 2007,
we wonrt be able to pre*j.ct the significance of thLa
plant. But, it is quite possi-ble __ in fact, I would submit
to you quite likely that this plant that is proposed, for
your courmrni ty nay have global signiflcance.

It is the first IGCC plant in the
world to cet of sigmifica.t size to reach a draft air
peradt status. A1l Ehe other f@C plants that utilize coa1
arourrd the world are only 250 megawatts,
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There are refinery fcCC plarrtr in

Italy that uEe not coal, but refinery wa6te that are

500 megavratls. This is the first one to reach a size that

eLectric util-ities consider to be cormrercially

sigmi ficant .

This is the first plant in the

per:Idt que to receive a draft penri t that would have

selexsa and SCRg for a coal IGCC plant anyrvhere in the

world.

And if this plant is issued arrd if

this plant breaks ground, it,'E quite possible that people

frour around the world wilJ- be cffiring to your cormunity to

eee bow it works, to learn from you how it night be that we

cal golve some of the nost eigmificant globat environmental

problems facing the 21st Century.

f urge the agency to act prsq)tLy on

thi6 pelrits so that the opportunity to advance ald address

theae global environnental probleurs will move forward

expeditlously.

Thank you for your t,i-ne.

(Applause. )

HEARING OFFICER KIM: Before we go to the

next speaker, JuEt, f uray have misstated sonething and

Mr. Thocttrlson may have repeated ny rLisstat€uent.
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I just w.rnt to nake clear agaLn __

and IrlI repeat this several more tj$es __ the

public-coment period for this per:ni t proceeding concludes

on February 10, not Jarruary 25, February 10.

Irm looking at an old draft of Eore
notes. f may have said the wrongr date by mistake. f
apologize.

The next speaker is .foyce

Blumenshi.ne r,rith the Heart of Illinois Sierra C1ub.

Apologize if I mispronounced your last aame.

If-S, BLTIIMENSH]NE: Thank you. iloyce

Bluurenshine, B- I-u-m-e-n-s_h_ i _n_e. Thank you very mueh.

WelI, I came up here ald we were

looking for a parkingr p1ace. I thought, hey, this will be

tbe largest turnout for a hearing ever. There,s a great

hearj.ng tonight.

A lot of peopLe, you should be at a
basketball garne or dolng sorethlng else. AnCl I cormend you

because your intereSt and concern for your conrn''itv a'd
for your county is obvioue.

Irm here becauee of an interest and

concerD also for this cffinlnity and also for a larger

ratrge, frD a volunteer with Heart. of fllinois group Sierra
e1ub.
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Part of rry duties with the State of

Illinois ald Sierra Ch:b le as a corlnuni ty chairrran for

conservation. And vre have ccamnitteea that include people

frql C'hicago down to the tip of Southern Il_1inoi6,

And one of the comdttees I chair is

the nining comdttee, and our nenbers are concerned about

this site. I know that the Sierra Club has supported nany

union job placea, and I just want to add some concerns

related to air on two issues.

One iseue is on the coal that wilL

be the source of energTy for this plant. f lmow that the

Labor unions are happy about this. I wonder if the miners

are haptr4,r.

I would like to ask if you foJ.ks in

the Labor unLons who are looking ahead at a great potential

here rem€mber your friends and brothers in the nining

uniong and ask whatra going to hap,trren to thellr regarding the

s i te .

9Ie are concerned in Sierra Ch:b with

the prosp€cts of long-wall n_ining just souEh of you in

Macoupin, l4ontg@lery County in particular. you liwe in the

breadbasket of Il1inois and the heart land of the prine ag

lands that austain food for our country and for marry other

people.
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If thie land is tong-wall m:ined, it

will not reach it,s productive levels ever again. So there

are issues that go far beyond the imed.iate, you kngw,

future horizon Ehat you see for econorlic developnent here.

We have a saying in the Sierra C1ub,

our motto is protect lhe environnent for our faniliee and

for our future. That ls each and ever-y one of our jobs.

And another saying j.n the Sierra

Ctub is wetre al]. coDnected, the enviroDment, r s connected,

everything we do is corErected to sffrething else. And so

for this plant it's not justs the energ.y.

I tr6 where's the coal going to come

frqr? $lhor a going to get, the jobs for that coal and what

is the nining of that coa]. going to do to the rest of your

neighbors, your frienda r your brothers, and other union

merdbers ?

Nowr just a few weeks ago I waa down

in Hillsboro at the staEe Sierra Club execut,ive board

meeting which was at the Montgomery County Farfl Bureau.

Artd we were tbere Eo hear about

concerns on l-ong-waI1 mining. And that, involves, Irm 6ure,

a lot of your farm fatrilies, friends, and people ttrat you

know,

So f want, to raise an issue of coaL
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rnining becauEe it relatee to air pollution. It, relates

very closely to thig plant. I hope that, you're aIl,

concerned about that.

The second issue I want to mention

l-s landfiLl, you will have a ta.ndfil1 with this p1ant.

Novt, I'm concerned about landfills Lhat I have been in

Peoria, Peoria has the last and only hazardous-waste

landfill in this at,ate.

That hasardous-waate l-andfill is at

the very edge of the city where I liwe. part of it's in

the city, There are 53,190 people within 3 niles of tbe

Peoria disposal coqparry hazardous -waste landf ilt .

Vilhat goes into that landfilL ts

toxic hazardous waste, and it is the only landfill in

Illinois that receives MGp vraste, Manufactured caE plant

waste, Thatrs an lssue for thir town.

f wart you to know it,s an issue for

the people of peoria and itra an issue for the atate Sierra

C1ub. We are concerned about what is the content of the

vitr i f ied slag thats wil l  be put in the landfi l l  that,a

going to be right next to this plant at the outskirts of

lrour to!{n .

We hope that, this landfill will bave

liners. Do you knovr what the lining situation will be for
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the landfill? we,d like you to ask. And holv many monitor

wells will there be? Is lhere going to be leachate

detection system for this landfill?

I believe you have an aquifer to the

east of that area. What,E the hydrologry of thi6 area Lf

this IandfilI continues for years to take the vitrified

slag? What's going to be the impacts on your aquifer?

What are the hazardous - response- t€am

concerns for the Landfill that's going to be right next to

this plant? I rdould like to know too i6 there a Material

Safety Data Shee!, MSDS, for the vitrified slag and what

toxic aubatance8 are in that?

Are we talking about cyanide? Are

we talking about what kind of hazard? Because this is a

Iandfill that'e going to be built next to your plaret and it.

wiLl be there forever,

I mean, in peoria our landfill

waates have been there for years and itrs forever. And

once the plant closes, wha!'s the 1ongt_ terfll_perpetual_care

plan for this landfi[?

fs that included in this whole plant

package? There are ma.jny I nany issues to this plant. I

just hope you donr t, let, your, you know, eyes be glazed ower

with the good things about the probleurs that are made.
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There,a lots of questions to ask,

ThaDk you.

(Applause, )

HEARING oFFICER KI}{: The next speaker --

a.nd as a side note, I think it.s probably __ al though I

think everyone rrEry tend to favor one side or the other of

different view point,s that are preaented., it,,s probably

going to be nore productive if we si-lpIy just al1ow the

speaker to finish and then nov€ on to the ne:<t person.

The next speaker is Beclql C1ayborn,

who's also with Ehe Sierra CIub.

l{S. CIAYBORN: Hi. }ty nane is Beclqr

Clayborn, C- 1-a-y-b-o-r-n. I'rn a regional representative

for the Sierra club Midwes t, Cleaa Energy Campaign.

The Sierra Clrrb i" the oldest and

largest envi.ronmenLar organization in the uniled states.

We have about 850,000 msrbers. We were forned 119 years

ago.

And basically, we were lhe ones that

got our national parks created. And we try to protect our

national park6, our environnent that we enjoy, and protect

our fandlies and the health of our conunr:nities.

The Midwest Cleaa Energll Campaign

works in ten statee in the Midwest, most of them coal
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states, to enaure that the new enerlly production tha!

happens in our statea use the cleanest energY possible.

We,ve had a big focus on l)-linois

because Illinois had the lnos t, new coal_fired power plante

proposed in the entire united statea. Texas is right

behind us, bu! right now IlLinois is leading in the new

coaL-fired power plant,s that are belng proposed,

This is, however, the first

gasificat,ion pfant that,s been propoeed in ll1inois. So

it'a a 1ittle bi-t different. We also have the mogt ethano].

ponrer plants bel_ng proposed.

But the exciting thing is is that we

have a large potential for renewables here in lllinois.

I trs not just a southwest thing. I trs not just

Cali.fornia. we'r€ going to do lt here in Illinois as

weI1 .

Right notv we have about

105 negawatte of wind power installed, but we have a

thousand megawatts wind power being proposed throughout the

atate of r l l inois .

Those ar.e jobs for unions just as

muctr as a coal-fired power plant is. Might be dlfferent.

Electrical workers rnight, get different kinds of jobs, but

i t 's st i1l  goi.ng to be work.
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In I l l inois we hawe about 27,000

meEnbers, and in IlLinois we have ctral.Ienged every slngle

new coal-fired power plant that'E been pe:rrd tted or that'a

requested a perrn-it.

Some of th€m we've Etoppedt 6orre of

theun are stil1 appealed; sdne of lheat are just kind of

stagmatedr and some of therur we.ve actually rrorked with the

utilities to figure out how we can work together to nake

sure that they're the cleaneat poesible por'rer plant and

that werre investing in renewable energfy here in Illinois

so that we booat cleaner energlr possibilities:

Sosre of you may have heard about the

Springfield agreenent. We worked with the Springfield City

Water Light Fower, and a@te of you here are frorn the r:nions

actually were on our Eide there trying to help us get that

done. And we appreciate that.

we can have disagreements about

where we're couring fron on these issuea, but in terns of

what sierra CIub doe6, we,ll always be witting to eit down

and taLk and figure out if we can find a comnron ground.

And these guys have been great frcm

Aurora. They I ve invited us out early today- We took a

tour of the sit,e so we could see exactly wlrat,s going on

out there and just affect of the natural resources tbat
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werre concerned about like the water and the air.

So we appreciate that. Hov€ver,

there are some iseues that we have concerns about., and one

of the biggest issues is actually s@rething that vre have a

concem with the tllinois EpA about.

And that 's the lack of a hol ist ic

approach for the6e new coal-fired power plants or alry new

povrer pIant. EvetT power pLant haE to go through a series

of perrdts in ordei to be built.

First it r s the air per:nrit, arld you

look only at, the air. you can only ask air questions. you

canr t ask anything else becauee tsheEe are the air people,

they only know about air.

So then two weeks, two montha, a

year froqr now you have to go through the proceaa for the

water permit and a6k all your watser questione and only ask

water queations rcause they already answered the air

questions.

And therers no forTat for Ehe

public, al]- of you -- and I'm so exeited that so many

people cane out tonight. Itr6 very exciting for us.

For all of you tbat are interested

and concerned about whatrs going on in your cccmunity, is

your water going to be safe to drink, ie your air goirrg to
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be safe to breathe, and are you goj.ng to be a.b1e to eat the

fish down the road that you catch?

Those are the questions that you c.rn

glet answers if you can look at the whole thing as one big

project and not get split up into parts.

So I all going to bring up soure

issues a.bout renevrable energy that arenrt air issues except

that, they are air issues.

And one of the thLngs that Ird like

to aEk the EpA is, as part of the BAqf process, l_f

alternaEivea to coal coruibustion or coal gasification were

considered in this project?

l[R. ROMAINE: No, they were not.

f.{Si, CLAYBORN: Is there a reason thelf

weren I t?

MR. ROI{AINE ! We lvere sent with thig

particular project for us. We believe lhat coal

gasification is an fuportant developrnent for th€ State of

fllinois and for the develolmren! of envirorurentaL

technology.

It does not preclude other

alternatives being pursued for environmental purposes, but

it certainLy is a very i-uporlant part of the suite of

technolog'y that is irportant for the future of lllinois and
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the nation, perhaps the globe,

r{S, CL,AYBORN: Thanks.

In Looking at the alternatives of

this power plant, I,n wondering alao Lf Aurora Looked at

the wind potential in the area as opposed to building coal_

gasif ieation plart?

I know you guys donrt have to answer

right now, but if you want to answer me 1ater, that would

be good too.

MR. ROMAINE: Clearty a wind plant does

not eliminate the need for the plant. Wind does not,

provide continuous Power like this plant, would be, which be

Ls a base-loaded plartt .

Again, a wJ.nd-powered plaat would

function in conjunction with this plant to provide wind

Posrer as an aLternative ideally to IlLinoisr existing power

plants which don't have the nodern technology tbat, this

plant wi1l be equipped with.

So again, we would be very happy to

have pursued wind power as part of this proJect, but it

isn't easentj-aI from our p€rap€ctive that that be part, of

this particular project,.

US, CIAt:BORN: Sierra Ch:b believes that

itra eEaential, actuaLly, to oqrlore alternativea and not
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just rely on a conbustion process that,s going to put
emj.ssions Lnto our atnosphere.

I do have a question of fEpA as weII
about the reuse of the wastewater in the cooling tovrera.
This was an issue tha! we have erq)Iored before.

And we have concerns that when __

basically, for those of you who don.t know. wascewater is
going !o be ehipped down here from Decatur to be used in
the cooling towers and then when itrs done, Ehipped back to
the qrastewater treatnent plant j.n Decatur.

l.fy concern is is that _ _ weII, f irst
let nre ask' did this air pe:mit take into consid.eration Ehe
air emissions from the evaporation of that wast€water reuEe
a:rd what might be in that wastewater and be esdtted?

l{R, S!@T,: I don,! know how to anawer
that, only that I did not look into the matler in depth.

MS. CLACBORN: We know tha! other states,
atatea like California are reusing waslerrater from a
waaEewater treat$ent plant for lheir cooling tolyers.

Aild on one hand Sierra Club thinks
thatrs g.reat becauge i t ts a reuae of a water aource as
opposed to a brand-nes, source of water like frmr an
aquifer.

However, California has regrulations
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that. regulate that water reuse in a cooling tower to make
sure that the air emissi.ons are not harmful to the
comnunity medbers - We would like to see those emissions

considered in this air permit.

There are concerr1s a.bout broqrides,

Epecifical-Iy that, are used in cooling towera. And we

are -- we also request of the tllinois EpA that regulations

be created to regulate such reu'e of waater,yater as this is
the first, t,ine that this would be permit,teal, if I

unders tand correctly.

And if werre going to keep trying

this wastewater reuae, then we need to have sqre aort of

regrulation and standards .

And final1y, carbon dioxlde, we aae

concerned about the carbon dioxide thatr s ctrring out of

this plant. we do und.er' tand Ehat gasification has the
potential to capture the carbon dloxide a'd to somehow

sequester it or perhaps use it in another manufacturing

faci l i ty.

However, there are no plans at this
point for that carbon dioxlde to be captured. So global

warrdng J.s a reality. Therels no L0nger a debate about

whether or not global wanring exists,

I was just at a traioing this week.
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AI Gore waE training people to do his sllde presentation

about global waranJ.ng, the inconvenient truth. There's no

nore debate. Eqen utility cuqra.uies, the CEO of Duke

Energty realizes that global warming is going to affect his

business.

lllhen a utility burne coal artd Iruts

carbon dioxide in the air, it affects globally what.s

happening to our c].imate. Itra not just globat wa nJ_ng.

ItrE cli-nate change. ftrs changing coryIetely.

When I say that utilities are

concerned, it's because they know ttrat there's probably

aGle sort of regulations coming down the line about CO2

which will probably be in the form of a tax or soue sor! of

a cap, which means it's going to be more expenaive !o

opelate this power pLart unless thererE Eome sort of C02

carbon- dioxide mi t,lgation.

l,ly understanding is that lf there is

a tax put, on this or on any power p1ant. that it makes it

so financial.J.y unfeasible, not, feagible that therers the

po66ibiuty that the ptant could shut do\,vn because i!,s too

octrlensive to operate.

Wtrat ls this town going to do lf

therers another oLd building out, there next, to the ADM

plant thatls not working arrlznore either? what are they
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going to do?

Has the coruuni ty built into thls

contract what happens if it closes down and who's going to

be responsible for that CO2 cost? fs it going to be the

corurruni ty or is it going to be the couqraly?

And finally, I think you !luy6 shouLd

realize that therers no customers yet for this povrer

plant. We don't know who's going to buy the power. Most

likely itrs not going to be many peogle in lllinois.

Illinois already overproduces power,

We have 25 percent more than we

need, which basically means thia powerr s going to get

shipped out to sonebody else in a different Etate and $re

get the pollution here in lllinois.

Letra please try not to make

Illinois the ashtray of th€ Midvres t by shipping out energ.y

and keeping the pollutJ.on.

Thank you.

SEjARTNG OFFICER KIM: The next speaker is

Verina O'r,yen aLso with Slerra C1ub.

HEARING OFFICER KIM: Thank you.

Verena Otcen,

MS. OltlEN: lty name is Verena Ovren. Thatrs

V-e-r-e-n-a, O-w-e-n, a volunteer for the Sierra CIub.
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f rve headed up their air cafipaigTr for the laat three
years.

f, like ,John Thwrpson, have

cmented on dozens of pernits. Irm aIEo on the national

c@Erittee for Sieffa Club thaE,s called Snart Energy

Solut,ions .

I  jusE got back from D.C. I  was

there for four days. Ib vraE g2 degreea on saturday.

When I went home, I found a vrhole atash of r:rrwashed

dishes. My four boys are hoqre from school and they for:nd
the paper plates.

I also for.urd the fronE page of the
Tribune that saye the wa:mrest year ever. 55 degrees is lhe
average temperature in United States ia 2OO6, the highest

on record.

But' we aaked ourselveg the quest.ion,

can we beat global warning?

f will try and speak up. Hoqr's

that?

And the angwer is, yes, we can,

Yea, we can. We have to and we ciul. We can do it if we

donr! allow business as usual , we have Eo start reducing

global warning polLut,ion now.

The promi se of a capability to
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capture global waming euriss ions in the power plant is no

longer good enough, We need to get started now.

To give you inforrnation as to how

mrch this pLan wi1l emi t g1oba1 war:ldng eud ssions, the

Northeastern states have entered a voluntary greenhouse gas

eniseion reduction agreeolent that wi1l reduce the

greenhouse gase6 by 24 n:lLlion tons a year.

This plant aLone would euri t about

2 luillion tons. Alrd we can do lhe math yourself. I,m

suddenly louder, rs that okay? Thank you so much. Much

better.

You probably ask yourseLf, hovr do we

fight globa1 warrrdng? We can beat it if we work together.

Last year tshe Sierra CIub has entered inlo an agreenent,

We have fo::med an alliance wlth the steel workers calLed

the Blue-Green Al1iance.

lilhen I waE in D.C. at the national

c@mittee -- by the way, Irm one of eight people out of

850, 000 rnettibere that. is a nember of the $nart Energiy

Solutions cofEnittee. Irm the only one from lhe Midwest..

$le heard from the BLue-Green

A,lliance. Wbile I'm in ChrLstian County, f thought I,d

mention ltrat we have a wonderful presentat,ion fron the

National Counci l of Churchea.
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Everybody wants to work on global

warming. We can do it together and we did its in

Springfield. Springfield is not arr Iccc plant. ft,,s not a

gasif icatJ.on plant.

It was a regular old powerized coal

plant. But, the Sierra Club did not oppose the per3trli!

becauge Springfield wants to do what we all need to do.

They want to reduce global warming enisaions. We got to an

agreement. They want do it arld ttreyr re on the right path,

Abou! ten years ago -- Just to

switch topics rcauee we have wonderfuL agency here.

About two weeks ago Lieutenant

Governor Quirur handed out awards. They're called the

Brvirontllent,al "Awards. Arrd f want to say that iloyce

Blunenshine, our conservation chair, received one for 2006,

environmental award for 30 years of diligent work on behalf

of Sierra Club on conee:.\zation issues.

And f was on it, for my mercur]t

award. I aln very proud what the state did. We have one of

the strongeat mercury-reduct,ion rules in the United

States. We're going to reduce nercury frqr our existing

coal-fired power plants by 90 percent.

It is oulstsanding. I was very proud

to work on this. And lrm sure that aLl the agency foJ.ke
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are glad this is ower-

I do have a question for Bob Smet,

please. I need your help. eould you t,ell me how much

mercury this plant wiLl euri t?

l{R. SMET: I'm sorry?

MS. OltlEN: Horr mrch lrercury a year this

plant will eur-it.

MR. SMET: It 's proposed t,o €mit at the

perfor^nance level, lhe standard-

MS, OWEN: And carr you give that in

poundg?

l!R. SMET : We I Ll see .

Werll aee if I carr do ury unth.

MS. O!{lBiI: Oh, I'm aure you can. I have

alL the confidence in the world.

MR, SMET: Itrs pernitted for potential

of 75 porrnds .

MS. OtilEN: 26 pounds.

I was at a meeti.ng with the governor

in ilanuary, and he had a wonderfuL chart. It, sho\,red where

we were at last January. It r,/aE at 7,000 pounds a.trd it

showed where he wants to be. He wanted to be at the end of

year a 90 percent reduction, ?00 pounds.

So this new coal-fired power plant
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witsh its 76 pounds of potential mercury would be 10 percent

of all the exiseing mercur.y frtrl the 22-eoaL fired power

plants in the state?

I{R. ROI4AINE : No .

MS. OIrlEtiI: Can you explain the goverrror's

plarr to me?

MR. ROMAIIiIE: Itls the difference between

actuaL enissions and potential esrissions. This plant would

be subject to Ehe gover:norts mercury proposal, The Illinois

mercury rule. Like other power plants j_n Illinois, they

would be required to control mercury ern:issions.

I{owever, in terms of addressing

other €miasions thats the plant is peraritted for. the

potential of this plalt could be up to ?6 pounds per year

based on the applicat,ion that'6 curfently before us.

Actual eldssions could be significantly tess.

MS. OITIEN: To enit, up to 26 pounds. I

guess that,s a true state&ent.

ldR. ROMAIN:E : yes .

MS. OWEN: Thank Lou.

Since I have Mr, Rqraine on the

microphone, you mentioned that the lllinois EpA felt tbis

plart is needed. Would you t,elI me how fllinois EpA

as6esse6 needs, just quickly?
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lIR. ROIIIAINE: Itrs a deciaion that we

nake in very broad terms looking at the type6 of proposals

that are presented for us.

I vcould refer to sone of the

coments nade by ilohn Thofitr)Eon that, the nature of this

plant is fundaroentally different from existing power

plants. ft's a very irnportant, development for lllinois.

IrfSi. OIIIEN: Thank you. Thank you so much.

Ard thank you for being here tonlght.. This is a wonderful

Eurnout. As a grassroot,s organizer, I Ii.ke to see people

c@€ out to things like this-

HEARINC OFFICER KfM: The next speaker is

Phil gonet with the fllinois Coal Association.

MR. GONET: Irm going to addre66 the

Hearing Officer arld panel here and not play to the crowd

like some of our earlier speakers have done,

My nane is PhiI conet, Last, nane ia

spel led G-o-n-e-t.  f .m ELre pregident of the I l l inois CoaI

Association, and I,m here to speak on behalf arrd in support

for this important project on behalf of the Illinoia Coat

Associat ion.

First I 'd l ike to state the

obvious. CoaI is in abundant Eupply in fllinois. We have

nore coa]. beneath the borders of the state of lllinols than
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there ie -- the energy content of our coal than there is

oi1 in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait coqibined-

Now, it is true thab that, coal is

high-end sulfur. It,s a1so high in energy content, BTtt

content.

And the important thing about this

project that wetve heard fror l[r, Thonpson, l4r. Kolata is

that this is a clean-coal technology, except.ional

technology, cutting-edge tectrnology where the emissions

Ii-trti ts will be exceeded j.n every enission thatrs eontrolled

for b'y the rules arr.d regulations that this agency is

charged to enforce.

We have over 1,00 billion tons of

recoverable coal in the state of lllinois, and r,ve I ve only

hit a fracture of that amount. We see clean-coa1

technology, coal- gaaification as the future of econoric

develotrxrent, the driver of econoanic develotrment in our

state .

We have platrs -- this is just one of

several plarts that I think that you know of that wiII be

coning in l11lnois .

Second point, I'd like tso nake is

that coal gasification is capable of making urultiple

productE. We've talked tonight about a 660, I believe,
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megawatt power Plant.

But that's just one element of thie

project. ThiE project is capable of making synttretic

natural gas and diesel fuel, super-clean diesel fuel at

prices that are less than market prices today.

Itrs v€ry i-nportant t'o the econotrllz

of this state that. this project go fonrard, I J_ooked today

at a Web 6ite and the prices for natural gas are never

lower than 95.25 per sLil1ion BTU for the next aix years.

Coal gasification can make synthetic

natural gaa for less than $6.00 per rniLlion BfU. As Dave

KoLata says, this a win-win-win situation.

Clean-coal t,echnology. good for

conslEler8, and good for jobs. We can produce these

producta, aultiple products and energ'y for less than narket

prices today.

Next, point I'd like to nake is coal

gaeification is a clean-coal technology and the BACI aa you

have exanined neets or exceeds every st€rndard there.

f 'm a l i t t le disappointed in the

Sierra Club,s testimony here tonight or their comrents and

concerns for CO2. We have -- there is concems for Cg2,

but this is the onty technology out there that provides for

the Eeparation of gases that mateE Che capture and
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sequestration of CO2 po6sib1e.

And to oppose lhls project iE tso

oppo€e technology advancementE that are going to 1ead to

carbon sequestralion. We are a cont,ender for the FutureGen

plant here in fllinois. We had tvro sLtea, Mat,Eoon and

Tuscola .

And it's a federal private or public

private partnership to site the zero emissions power

pLant. We will aee the day hopefully in our lifetirne when

we will control for aLl the gases that are enitted when you

gasify coal or burn coal.

That day is not today and we treed

energy to get us to that day when we are cont,rolling all

those gases.

Finally, we need to build

gasification plants now. We have a -- even if you approve

this perurl t on February 11th, which you won,ts, but when you

do approve this perur:lt,, it'a going to be three to four

years before this pIant,s up €rnd flJItring.

This country needa Low-cost natufal

gas. This corurtry needs low-cost energDr. This cor:ntry

needa Low-coat oiI. All of ttreEe are products that are

goiDg to come from gasifying coal, clean-coal technology,

controlling for the eudssiong in a.n enviroDmentaLLy aafe
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arrd friendly way.

Therefore, itrs doubtful that you

wiJ-l hear anything here tonight or learn anything during

the public-cdrwrent period to chalge your init.ial revielv and

reault. But this project wiLL exceed all the required

enrission standards. yourve made that initial judgurent.

I urge you to iasue the constructl-on

pe::n-it as soon as po€sible after the co[qrent. period enda on

February 10th. Thank you for the opportunity.

HE;ARING OFFfCER KIM: Ur. conet,, juats for

clarity of the record, there were a couple tirnes when you

said that the project will exceed the srission timits.

MR. @NET: I m€an that it wilL be ].ess

than r'rhat is the ].tmit, that tshey will euri t Less than

that. I{hen I say exceed the timits, that was lly --

HEjARfNG OEFICER KIM: Thank you for the

clari  f icat ion.

l[R. ROMAINE: Also another clarification

as well . This is for the audience.

At this point the project before us

is for an int,egrated gasification power plant. If the

Taylorville Erergy Center decided Lo get involved with

pol)tgeneration, it would have to apply to us for a new

revised Dermit.
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That is not a sllbject of the current

proceeding before us.

MR. @NET: Thank you.

(App1ause. )

IIEARING OFFICER KIM: Ttre next speaker

is Angela Tin with th€ ltrmerican Lung Association of

I I I inoLs .

MSl. TIN: Good evening. fdy nane i6

Angela Tin, T-i-n. And I'm Director of Environnental

Prograns for the Anerican Lung Association of l11inois.

ry way of background, I have spent

22 yeats with the Illinois EpA and I worked in the lrater,

Iand, and air prograns. So I'm certainly fanil"iar with the

peaTdtting and coq)liance issues that are required frcr

facil-l ti.es .

Tbe Asrerican tung Association of

Illtnois is a part of the Aurerican Lung Association of the

Upper Midwest. And we serye Iltinois, Iowa, Mlnnesota,

Wisconsin, North and South Dakota.

Our nigsion is to protects lurtg

heal th and prourote progriuns that enhance air quality. $Ie

are entirely nonprofit and are over a hr:Idred years old alrd

was for-lalIy known as the t\rburculoEis Aseociation. you

may know u6 as the ChristsEs Sea1 Associatl_on also.



1

2

3

4

5

7

B

1 0

1 1

r2

1 3

1 5

1 6

L 7

1 8

1 9

2 0

2 I

2 2

2 3

2 4

5 4

We look fo:mrard to working together

in this corunrni ty with the IlLinois EpA and the Christian

County Generation facility on this construction penrit.

We errcourage Christian County to go

beyond the pemitting and compliance requirements set in

their perrrits to meet the AJJA comni_ssion.

Thank you.

HEjARING OFFICER KIM: The next speaker is

Eva:r Sink with the Unl"ted lrline Workers Association,

MR. SINKr Hello. Ilty narne i6 Ed Sink.

Irn coal-industry liaison for the United lfine Workere of

Aurerica. I am here in support of thi6 project coning to

thLs area.

I lrrrow that sqle of you reutember the

good paying jobs the coal industry provided. in lhig area.

In 1951 there were 4,126 coal niners working in six eoal

mines in the area.

After a change in coal demand by

1958, tbere was only one n-ine that was running wlth

751 euployees. In the 'd0s euplolmrent flew up to

800 p1us. And by 1970, there was 965 enployees working.

This mine waa Mine Nr:mber 10 in

Pawnee. ilus t little bit of history juEt. to sbow you how

the coal indust,ry has ctranged over the years.
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I feel it is i-urportant for all

fanilies in .this area to support the technology that is

going to produce electricity with the possibility of

produc ing slmthetic natural gas also when coal production

is ut i l ized.

In looking at the whole project,

what realIy excites me as a father and a grandfather is the

fact that we have the po8sibility of produc ing electricity

that, are being produced with esrlssions that are measured in

partss per million and parts per billion instead of

measuring in metric tons as we have gro$m accu6tdred to in

old coal-f ired power plants,

It's lime to move forward with new

clean-coal technologiy. It's Ei-$e we cleaned up our

enviroDment for our children and our grandchildren. And

the wonderful thing is now we trave the technologry to do so

aDd create jobs for them aIso. Not just jobs, but good

paying jobs, jobs with beneflts, jobs they can raise a

faadly on.

At a thousand conatnrction jobs and

200-p1ue permanent jobs, this facility wilL have a greats

iurpact on the whole area. And at a rate of 3 to 4 to 1,

the indirect enployment, outside the facility will have

another great inpact on the area.
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f'm erccit€d for the people of

Christian County and the surror:nding co'ntiea. ^And r tha'k
you for the opportunity to speak in support. of this
proj ect.

Thank you.

(Applause)

HEjARING OFFfCER KIM: The next speaker is

Shad Eatchason lrith IBW r,ocal 14G.

MR. ETOTASON: Good evening. lfy name is

Shad.  S-h-a-d ,  E tchason,  E- t -c -h -a_  s_o_n.  f rm asa is tan t

business nanager \.rith the IBW Irocal 14 6 anct a]"so Decatur

Building and Trades,

I.ur going to be very brief because I

know my friend Mike Zahn will speak, as is ilim Flecrcrj.ng. We
just want Uo go on the record in supports of the project anc

urge you to nove fon*ard.

Thank you.

(Applause. )

HEARING OFFfCER KfM: The next speaker ia

,.Ti.m Flenuring.

!{R. FLE'!,!WNG: Good evening. trty name is

ili-n Flemring, F-] -e-m-rn-i-n-g. I'm the business natrager

for the pluibers and Stean Fitters Refrigeration

Local 137. I 'm also president of bhe Building Trades,
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Central fltinois Building Trades .

we wallt to firEt of aL1 thalk the

Aurora group, mayor of Taylorville, and Senator Deqbzio

which has helped us bring this project thj.s far. We

appreciate their helo.

Like to thank lhe Aurora group. And

Irll tell you what, the Aurora group has showed good faith

ao far. They,ve sigrned a pLA for thiE. This is a way of

good jobs, good benef{ts.

And this job is going to be

outstanding fo! the conurunity of Taylorville, Christian

County. And it will bring tons and lons of work for this

p1ace.

After taLking with the Aurora group,

therera aIso by-products that come out, of this that,s going

to be more ald more and more work for lhe people of

Christian County.

Also, the coal miners, as lhe

gentLerhn just said before me, they need ttre work. We need

to get these things going. We need to get our coal

industry back on the road.

ltle need our building trades, we need

!o work. wer re here to h€lp arry rday we can wilh the Aurora

group. And we appreciate you curing, gent].men.
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Thalk you, guys,

(Applause. )

HEARING OFFICER KIM: Tbe next speaker

is Mike Zahn.

trlR, ZNIN: Good ewening. My naare is

Mike Zahn, spel led Z-a-h-n.

I'm a business tnanager of the

OperaEing Engineers L,ocal 965 here in Central lllinois. We

cover tfre majority of central l11inoi6.

Arld I am here tonight in Eupport of

the Christian County Generation ptant because I believe

this plant is a win-win-win-win situation for the state of

I lL ino is .

The construction of this pl-ant wilJ-

Provide Central lLlinois with the reliable and sufficient

supply of electricitsy for marry yeara to ccme at a

reasonable co6t while at the sane time ensure a clean

environqlen! for our children to grow in.

Ttre technology proposed by the

Aurora group is far more environmental.ly frlendly than any

existing power ptant in atl of Central lllinols today.

In addition to using the cleanest

teated technology available, the plant ownels have designed

tlds plant for easy modification vrhen newer technology
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becomes available. The cospletion of this project will

bring a reliable energy eupply, poweE at a reasonable cost,

arrd a clean environment,

Furtherinore, it wilJ. creaEe a rnaj or

boon to the econouy of Taylorvi e, Christian County, and

Central I l1inois.

By approving this air-quality

penrit. the construction and completion of Ehis power plant

\dilL reap many benefits both d.irectly arrd indirectty.

Tlre j-unediate econoqric inpact of

the propoaed power plant and asEociated projects will be

well over $1 biS.Iion upon conpletion. During the

construction of the power p1ant,, over 1,000 construclion

workers wilL be eqrloyed.

These jobs will result in

construction etr{rLoyee cupensation and wagea aIrd beneflts

of over $443 m:Ll l ion.

In addition to the conatrucEion

jobs, the constructlon of this power pLant would create a'r

additional several hundred indirect jobs in the CentraL

Illinois econom1r with an esti-nate cmpenEation of an

additional over 9200 rr:illion.

The coaEtruction of a power p].ant

here in Tay).orville will be -- will have a conrbined direct
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and indirect j-npac t of 51.6 bitlion in economic activity in

Central I1l inois.

The end result of construction of

this power plant wi1l increase the wealth of tshe eenbf,al

Illinois cormnrnity by alrnost gg35, OO0.

Once the construction is conqllete,

the power plant will directly eupLoy approxinately 200

fuIl- t j-ne and part- tiare eurployees. These jobs will

generate an esti-uated elqrtoyee coq)enEation in wages and

benefits of over 91d.6 nilJ.ion arurual.Iy.

In addition to the direct, errlrLoyees

of the power p1ant, indirec! €mplolrmen! of an additiorral

200 workers vrill also be created in the county with an

annual couqrensat,ion of well over $g nillion.

Ttre preaence of a povrer plalt in

TaylorviLle will generate over j.03 million in econoglic

activity here in Central ll1inois arurually. Ilre econorlr of

Central Illinoie has been sluggish the last, several years.

Some may even arg'ue that the Central

Il].inois econffiUr has been depressed. This power plant wil1

be the econorric cat,alyst to kick- stsart our econouy and

create the jobe our citizeng need.

In closing, I would like to state

that f coasider lqrself an environnentali st,. And I believe
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the technolog'y proposed for thi6 poxrer plant rnor6 than

adequately safeguards tl.e environment.

In addition, it wiLL provide a

reliab1e energy aource at a reasonable cost and a major

econmic boost to TaylonriJ.le, Christian County, and all of

Central l].linois.

Therefore, I urge thats the EPA

support this project by granling the air penri t so the

proceas rnay begin on this win-win siEuation.

Thank you,

(Applause. )

HEjARING OFFICER KfM: The next arrd, based

on registration carde that I received, the Iast' person

who's indicated that they would like to speak tonight --

and I apologize Lf I misstate this -- is Dale Ferguson,

Arrd if anybody eLse does wish to

make any comenta after !Ir. Fergusolr --

Well, that being the case, are tt€re

arry other mesrbers of the public that would like to nake a

cdlElent?

!IEi. O$IEN: I just had a quick questsion.

Sdtething that waa said that triggered th:le question.

Ttre gaa, coutd the)a just sell it on

the open narket for customerg to use at hqle?
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!{R. ROUAINE: }ty undelstanding is tshey

could not because the syngas is not interchangeable with

natural gas.

IIS, O$IEN: I'm not aur€ what

interchangeable means .

![R, ROMAINE: Natural gaa c:rn heat

approximately a thouEand 8TU per cubic foot. A slm.gas with

50 BTU would not func t,ion as a subetitute for natural gaa.

Mtl. OSIEN: Okay. Thank you.

MR. SMET: It a16o depends on wllat --

trtS. OIrIE![: It' s the slmgias in the mine,

so I donr t know.

MR. SIIIET: . Cause the ter:n of slagas that

is developed in the gasification process isnrt sjmilar to

natural gas.

Alxd so you stiLl have Eo make a

clean high guality rratural gas. So slmgas and natural gas

arenrt necessarily slmonl/moua. You donrt want to think of

them ag c1o8e untsil they lgind of treated the syngas and

cleaned it up.

MSi. OWEN: Okay. Thank you very finrch.

t!IS. BLITMENSHINE I Thank you very nush,

gentl€sten.

I did want to ask if itrs tyPical in
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your experience for a potrer plant to have about a 14-day

storage for the coal for that facility, which I believe is

what. this plant has stated?

MR. ROMAINE: I dontt have detailed

infornration on tshe durat,lon of coal storage. The power

plants have -- 14 days would aeem like a very noninaL

anount of storage ,

I would scpect that sdle power

plants sometiJnes have atorage far in exceaa of that.

lilsi. BIj,IIEIiISHINB: And by nmrinal, could

you just e)qrlain that? I'm sorry.

MR. ROI{AINE: WeII, power plants want to

nake 6ure they continue to operate if thereta interruption

of coal supply for whatever rea8orl. Having two weeks of

fuel on hand at the ptant provides a reasonable reserve for

arry tl.Pical interrupt,ion of fuel supply,

MS. BLUMENSHINE: And 1a6t parE, iEr6 fiy

understanding -- what would be the significance of perhaps

a shorter storage area for a tlre frame for that than

cdrpar€d to other plarts?

Is there an air sigmificance to

that?

MR. ROMAINE: There would not be an air

significance to that. The air significance is detse:mined
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by the arpunt of coa1, not { the duration of storage.

trts. BLIJMEiISHIIIE: Thank you.

HE;ARING OFFICER KIM: Is there arybody

e16e that would llke to nak6 a com[ent?

Yes.

l{R, BUTLER: Tha.nk you.

lly name Gary But,ler and I work for

the United MLne Workers in Springfield, Illinois.

I'm fan-iliar witsh a lot of the

people with the Peabody operation, the Freenan coal nine

operation, Itonterey operation, all tslrese coal mines around

trere.

Irve been an underground coal mine

-- f iy namers Butler, B-u-t- l-e-r,  with the l l l t l$lA.

I ro fandliar rrri th a lot of these

people. I've dealt with a lot of the folkE over here who

are retired. And I applaude the propoEed plant thatrs

going to be built here.

It ls going to be a

guper-energy-efficients plant. It seems to be a vea^lt

environmentally effective plant. Therers been sone people

come up here today, aome labor leadera talk tso you about

this group what they're calling PLAs.

Ttrose are Project, L,abor Agreements
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that basically say this coq>any has comnitted to coqre l-n

and build these plants. Union pay, good wages and benefits

to get this plant bui l t .

And I applaude Ehe group for that.

To date no coal co$parry has desired to talk wi.th United

Mine Workerg as far as the ur-ining of this coal. And to

date we fight with Ehese coal companies.

There's ret ireeg in this crovrd --

over retiree health care, wages, safety of these nines.

AIrd anybody that'E read a paper the last year or so has

aeen the nr.uiber of people kilLed in theee mines because

nonunion operators refuge to fo1low the safety ru1es.

Arrd I suggeat to you thats part of

this plant these coal cocqranies that are going to be

sutr)plying thig coal have an obligation.

And we're sltting here. The mine

vrorkera are ready and able to sit dowD and talk wiEh you

people and get the same accddDdation that theEe trade

laborerE got over these project labor agreements.

Soure of these coal officials are in

this room today. And it,'s time for thetrl to provlde that

game benefit to the coaL uriners that this group hae

provided cotrstruc tion group.

Thank you for your time
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(Applause. )

HEjARING OFFICER KIM: 16 there anyone

else that would like to make a corurent ?

Seeing no one elEe, I td f irst l ike

to note -- arrd I did not, mention thiE at the -- in ury

opening ataLslents, that we witl be marking certain

documents as exhibits that will be going Lnto the official

record.

Erhibit Numbef, 1 we wlll mark is Ehe

notice of the public lrearing. Exhibit Nu$ber 2 will be a

copy of the projecE suurary, and Exhibit Nuniber 3 will be a

copy of the draft pernit,

(E:<hibits Nr:nbers L, 2, arLd 3

were marked for ident,if ication, )

HEjARINO OFFICER KIM: Seeing that there

are no nrore membere of the public with questions or

coDulrents, we wiII bring this hearing to a close. I would

like to agaJ.n remind everyone that the coru[ent, period for

the record in this matter closes on February L0, 2OO7.

So any written comn€ntE sust be

postnarked before nidnight on Febluary L0th to be accepEed

aE part of the record. Copies of lhe exlribi ts are

available upon requese.

The tj$e is now approximately 8:30
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and this hearing

cwdrrg.

is adj ourned, Thank you very mueh for

(The hearing was adj ourned

a t  8 :30  p .m.  )
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